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Date: 4 February 2021          

Reference number: TL–EHF–202002–1 

 

APPLICATION OF EXCEPTION HANDLING FRAMWORK (EHF) FOR LIFTING MACHINES ABOVE 15 YEARS 

OF AGE AT LTA, HDB, JTC, PUB AND MOE JOB SITES 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

As crane operations of most public sector projects are located in close proximity to dense public areas, a higher 

safety requirement is enforced. The Land Transport Authority (LTA), Housing & Development Board (HDB), JTC 

Corporation (JTC), Public Utilities Board (PUB) and Ministry of Education (MOE) have thus stipulated that Lifting 

Machines1 of no more than 15 years of age can be deployed to job sites within tender specifications.    

 

However, the public agencies also recognise that well-maintained Lifting Machines above 15 years of age can be 

effectively deployed to public job sites, subjected to full compliance of safety requirements stipulated by the 

respective agencies through the Exception Handling Framework (EHF). 

 

Guidelines and Perimeters of Consideration for the EHF 

 

The EHF is an avenue for Crane Contractors to request for Lifting Machines, above 15 years of age, to be 

deployed to public construction job sites on a case-by-case basis, subjected to adherence of safety requirements. 

Presently, applications for the EHF are made through the Main Contractors to the respective public agencies’ 
Project Management Team.  

 

Crane Contractors are subjected, but not limited, to the following perimeters of consideration in the assessment 

of EHF applications: 

(i) Only Lifting Machines below the age of 25 years will be considered under the EHF, 

(ii) Documentary evidence indicating the absence of high tonnage Lifting Machines less than 15 years of 

age available for deployment during the intended project duration. 

 

All EHF waivers will be valid for a maximum period of 6 months from the date of approval. For cases where 

Lifting Machines are required beyond a 6-month period, re-applications for the EHF waivers will need to be 

made. 

 

Application Process for the EHF 

 

Crane operators are required to submit the following documentary reports through the respective main 

contractors for the application of the EHF: 

(i) A Structural Integrity Report issued by an Accredited Testing Laboratory which details: 

• The assessment of the general conditions of the Lifting Machine, including defect types and 

localities, and corresponding corrective actions to be taken 

• The testing methodology of the mechanical integrity of the Lifting Machine, as well as the 

Non-Destructive Testing and/or Mechanical Testing for critical areas 

• Inspection evaluation of critical load bearing parts and load bearing welding points 

 
1 Lifting Machines as defined within the scope of the Exception Handling Framework and this circular refers to all 

Mobile Cranes and Crawler Cranes above 100 tonnes. 
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• Recommendations of suitable inspection or maintenance regime 

(ii) A proposal on the duration of usage of Lifting Machines at job site, and justification of the required 

model and tonnage. 

(iii) A report on the competency and experience of the proposed Lifting Machine operator. 

 

For further queries you may email to EHF-Enquiry@enterprisesg.gov.sg. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Lee Meilian 

Director 

Transport & Logistics 

(This is computer generated, no signature is required) 
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